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�  p. 3 — Looking at this Month 
�  p. 4 — About the Alban Institute by Pastor Wes 

�  p. 6 — Sharon Buttry’s Global Ministry 
�  p. 7 — LENT – HOLY WEEK - EASTER 

�  p. 8 — IM 2014 Theme: “Rise to the Challenge” 

�  p. 9 — Bible Crossword:  Ephesians 
�  p. 10 — From the Moderator 
�  p. 11 — Scavenger Hunt Fund Raiser 
�  p. 12 — Camp Vick 
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April 2014 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

�  Two more Vesper services this month.  

Have your picked up your complimentary copy 
of Rev. Brian Brown’s book  Three Testaments 

Companion ? 
 

1 
 
April Fool’s Day 
 

2 OFFICE CLOSED 
12:15  Inasmuch lunch 
  7:00  Vesper Service 
 

3  

Rev. Wes in his Office 

 
 

4 
10:00  Men’s Coffee Time 
 
 

5 
12:00 Noon 
Scavenger Hunt 
 

6 SIXTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

10:00  Pre-service Fellowship 
11:00  Divine Worship with 
             Holy Communion 
  5:00  L.I.F.E. 
 

7 
 
 
 

8 
 
 
 

9 OFFICE CLOSED 

  
  6:00  Diaconate/  
      Trustees meeting 
  7:00  Vesper Service 
 

10 
Rev. Wes in his Office 
 
 
 

11 
10:00  Men’s Coffee Time 
 
 
 

12 
 
 
 

13  PALM SUNDAY 

10:00  Pre-service Fellowship 
11:00  Festival Service with 
            Distribution of Palms 
12:15  Second Sunday Lunch 
  2:00  Gift of Music:  Organ Recital 

 

14 
 
 

 
 

Passover 

15 
 
 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

17OFFICE CLOSED 

 
  7:00  Maundy Thursday 
Service with Communion 

 

18 OFFICE CLOSED 

12:00 Noon – 3:00 PM 
Three Hour Good Friday 
Service divided into seven 
sections.  Come and go as 
your schedule allows.   

 
 

19 
 
 
 

20RESURRECTION SUNDAY 

EASTER!     

10:00  Pre-service Fellowship 
11:00  Festival Service 
             Third Sunday Food Collection 
 

21 
 
 
 

22 
 

 
 

Earth Day 
 

23 
 

Rev. Wes in his Office 
 

24 
 
 
 

25 
 

10:00  Men’s Coffee Time 
 
 

26 
 
 
 

27 2
ND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

10:00  Pre-service Fellowship 
11:00  Divine Worship 
 
 
 

28 
 
 

 

29 
 
 
 

30 
Rev. Wes in his Office 
 
 
 

�  The Good Friday service is extra special this year.  It will 

be divided into seven segments, corresponding to the Seven Last 
Words of Christ on the Cross.  Come and stay for as many parts 
as you can.  Seven local preachers will provide deep inspiration 
for this most holy of days.  See page 7 for details. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Church Office Hours:  9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon, Monday — Friday 

716-282-4666   —   nfb@niagarafallsbaptist.org  —   www.niagarafallsbaptist.org 

 
 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

4 Jane Garis  
7 Mark Boeskin, Sr. 
11 Kathleen Ordiway 
12 Thomas Culbreth, Jr. 
14 Rev. Wesley Bourdette 
14 Vicki Williams 
15 Glenn Richardson 
25 Douglas Garis 
29 Amy Baxter 
  

  
 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY for Dorothy Jackson, 
Janet Keebler, Celia Krasinski, Neal Jacobs, Gisela 
Scott, Gladys Lewis, Dawn (Schutz) Lynn, Bertha 
and Harold Bissell, our Church family, our 
missionaries, our Country and all those who serve 
our Country. 

    

LOOKING AT THIS MONTHLOOKING AT THIS MONTHLOOKING AT THIS MONTHLOOKING AT THIS MONTH 

April 2 – Wednesday 
12:15 PM Inasmuch luncheon 
  7:00 PM Fourth Lenten Vesper Service 
 Rev. Dr. Brian A. Brown, speaking 
 “Jesus and the Syro-Phoenician Woman” 

April 5 – Saturday 
12:00 Noon Scavenger Hunt 

April 6 – Sunday 
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

10:00 AM Pre-service Fellowship 
11:00 AM Divine Worship with Holy Communion 
 Mrs. Kathleen A. Ordiway, preaching 

April 9 - Wednesday 
  6:00 PM Trustees/Diaconate Meeting 
  7:00 PM Fifth Lenten Vesper service  
 Rev. Dr. Brian Brown, speaking 
 “Jesus and the Dying Thief” 

April 13 – Sunday 
PALM SUNDAY 

10:00 AM Pre-service Fellowship 
11:00 AM Divine Worship 
 Rev. Wesley R. Bourdette, preaching 
12:15 PM Second Sunday Lunch  
  2:00 PM Peter Gonciarz: Organ Recital 

April 17 – Maundy Thursday 
  7:00 PM Service with Communion 

April 18 – Friday 
GOOD FRIDAY 

12:00 Noon – 3:00 PM   3 hour Good Friday Service 
 Seven clergy preaching in 7 sections. 
 Come and go as your schedule allows. 

April 20 – Sunday 
EASTER! - RESURRECTION SUNDAY 

10:00 AM Pre-service Fellowship 
11:00 AM Divine Worship 
 Mrs. Kathleen A. Ordiway, preaching 

April 27 - Sunday 
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

10:00 AM Pre-service Fellowship 
11:00 AM Divine Worship 
 Rev. Wesley R. Bourdette, preaching 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do we have Your Birthday? 
 
If your birthday doesn’t appear on our list, please 
call the office (716-282-4666) to let us know your 
special date so we can include it. 
 
 

Bookshelf Corner 

 
 

 
 
 

 

The Alban Institute 
 

By Pastor Wes 

 
WHERE DO CLERGY PEOPLE turn when in of 
resources that will help in one’s ministry?  More 
often than not I will turn to resources provided by 
The Alban Institute.  The Institute was founded in 
1974 by two ordained Anglican clergy, Loren Mead 
and Roy Oswald.  In the Institute’s words, “The 
Alban Institute is an independent center for learning 
and leadership development, with a focus on 
congregations.”  Loren Mead is well noted for his 
books The Once and Future Church:  Reinventing 

the Congregation for a New Mission Frontier  (this 
I have in the study) and The Financial Meltdown of 

the Main Line Churches.  Both books have been 
well received and have been often loaned out. 
 
 Publications of the Institute is a quarterly 
magazine (available through being a member of 
the organization) and a weekly e-mail 
publication which is free to all those who sign up 
for it.  Normally, it is available on Mondays.  
Recent topics have been:  “Methods which 
Generate Change,”  “Then the Rules Changed,”  
“A Church for our Grandchildren,”  Becoming 
an Affectively Competent Church,”  and many 
more.  A recent Monday issue dealt with 
“Pastoral Transition in the Age of Social 
Media.”  I found this most interesting.  All of 
these are available at no cost!  When I was in 
judicatory work, I urged our ministers to avail 
themselves of these free publications. 
 
 The Institute does offer workshops, etc.  I 
can remember attending one some time back.  
The theme was “The Small Church in a 
Changing World.” 
 
 I have belonged to the Alban Institute 
since it was founded in 1974 and currently First 
Baptist Church has most graciously been willing 
to pay for my membership.  All publications 
offered by the Alban Institute are available to me 
at a significant discount.  One in particular is 
about evaluating clergy, asking the question 
“How can clergy be evaluated when the church 
is unwilling to provide the necessary resources 
to accomplish the goals?”  The second book 
which I have is  When Better Isn’t Enough – 

Evaluation Tools for the 21
st
 Century Church  by 

Jill M. Hudson with a forward by Roy M. 
Oswald of the Alban Institute. 
 
 Such resources are a real aid to clergy of 
many denominations. 
 

Pastor Wes  

    

 
 

 

 

L. I. F. E. 
Lively Interesting Fellowship for Everyone 

 

Sunday, April 6, 2014 

5:00 PM 

“Hippity Hop” 
 

Pot Luck. 
Bring a dish to pass. 

Sign up in the Friendship Room. 
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Last month’s answers 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

WE ARE INDEED FORTUNATE to have many 
beautiful stained glass windows in our church, 
especially the two very large triple lancet windows 
in the sanctuary.  As reported in Tower Topics last 
month, we are now going to repair the large center 
window on the east side and the “glue chip” 
windows in the folding doors, which are all 113 
years old. The Jerome Durr Studio LLC, in 
Syracuse, NY, has been chosen to do the 
restoration work starting in the next couple of 
months. 
 Of course, this will cost money, $6810.00 
to be exact.  Envelopes for contributions are still 
available on the table in the Friendship room. 
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LENT – HOLY WEEK - EASTER 

Lenten Vespers — each Wednesday in Lent — 7:00 PM 
 

Rev. Dr. Brian A. Brown, speaking:   
A Lenten Look at Love: The Christian Gospel in an Interfaith Era 

 

 Week #4 — April 2 — “Jesus and the Syro-Phoenician Woman” 
 Week #5 — April 9 — “Jesus and the Dying Thief’ 
 

A COMPLIMENTARY COPY of Dr. Brown’s new book, Three Testaments Companion,  
will be given to everyone attending. 

 
 

HOLY WEEK 

 

Palm Sunday — April 13 — Service with Distribution of Palms 
    Rev. Wesley R. Bourdette, preaching 
 

 

Maundy Thursday — April 17 — 7:00 PM 
Divine Worship with Holy Communion 
Mrs. Kathleen A. Ordiway, preaching 

 
 

GOOD FRIDAY— April 18 — 12:00 Noon to 3:00 PM – Three hour Good Friday Service 
Service divided into seven segments, corresponding to the 

Seven Last Words of our Savior.  Music and message in each section. 
 

Participating Clergy: 
Word 1 “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” — Rev. Dr. Brian A. Brown 
Word 2 “Verily I say unto thee, today shalt thou be with me in Paradise.” — Rev. Harvey Kelley 

Word 3 “Woman behold thy son.  Behold thy mother.” — Rev. Wesley R. Bourdette 
Word 4 “My God, my God, Why hast Thou forsaken me?” — Rev. Marna Pritchard 
Word 5 “I thirst.” —  Rev. David Crapnell 
Word 6 “It is finished.” — Mrs. Kathleen A. Ordiway 
Word 7 “Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit.” — Rev. Daryl Bennett 

Attendees may come and leave between segments as their schedule allows. 

 

EASTER — RESURRECTION SUNDAY — April 20 — Festival Service 

COME CELEBRATE THE RISEN CHRIST WITH US! 

EVERYONE OF ALL FAITHS INVITED TO ATTEND.                       � 
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Bible Crossword Puzzles (King James Version) 
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From the moderator. . . 
 

Our Diaconate has had input about various uses 
of our long dormant gym and have a few things 
under consideration.  As we pursue information 
about Christian based programs we will continue 
to Rummage.  Our spring Rummage Sale is on 
the calendar for June 6 & 7, so clean out those 
closets and for the time being, bring your gently 
used items bagged or boxed to the porch.  This is 
an important fund raiser for our church and last 
year, with three sales, we had over $1,000 in 
donations that went toward our renovations. 
 
The stained glass repair is scheduled and when 
the weather moderates, we’ll see some action.  
Those beautiful windows have had some 
attention in the past and are in need of repairs this 
spring.  We see daylight near the top and the 
bottom of the window sags inward.  Old 
buildings have continuous maintenance issues 
and Jim and the trustees are on it.  The stained 
glass fund has reached the half way mark and a 
big thank you to those who have contributed thus 
far.  The envelopes are in Sunday bulletins. 
 
Lent is here and Easter is on the way.  It’s time to 
order flowers for the big day and the form is in 
the bulletins or call the office at 282-4666 for 
either lilies or hyacinths.  They are yours to take 
home Easter Sunday or to be donated to the 
homebound.  Perhaps we should start a spring 
garden around our sign?  It’s something to think 
about. 
 
Our Lenten series, led by the Rev. Brian Brown 
is leading us into new biblical territory.  Literally.  
Many of the scriptures about Jesus whereabouts 
state places or people he encounters that we gloss 
over and have done so for years.  We are finding 
out where some of those places were and who 
were the people Jesus met, helped, inspired, and 
saved.  This is a big learning experience for those 
of us in attendance.  Vespers or evening services 
have a magic of their own.  The service is 
shortened and focuses on the message.  If you 
need a spiritual tune up, a refreshing outlook or 
inspiration to make it to the end of the week, 
you’ll find it on Wednesday evening. 
 

page 10 

Information, registration forms, and Camp 
dates are on page 12, in the Church office and 
on the bulletin board.  Register early, 
discounts available!  Camp is not just for kids 
and teens.  There are Adult weeks, too. 
 Volunteers and staff are needed. 

Would you like to sponsor a child or teen? 

First Baptist can provide “camperships” also. 

The Gift of Music concert on April 13 features 
Peter Gonciarz at the organ.  Second Sundays at 
2:00 p.m. after our luncheon is the recital time 
and if you liked the harpsichord concert, you’ll 
love this one.  Bring friends and family to this 
free event and enjoy our organ being played by 
a truly up and coming gifted young artist. 
 
Our first Scavenger Hunt happens on Saturday 
April 5th.  Check the attached calendar for the 
time and bring a camera.  We’ll have a web 
page just for your best shots of friends and 
family on the hunt for items in and around the 
area.  If you’re not up for the activity, come for 
the party and fellowship.  Meeting new folks 
and family of our members is always a good 
time.  It’s nice to put faces to names we’ve 
heard. 
 
See you in church! 

Donna Flood 



 
 
 
 

Scavenger Hunt Fund Raiser 
 

 
                                                                                                                            Kathleen Ordiway
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