
 
 
 
      

             
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 
 

First Baptist Church  
554 Main Street   
Corner of Main and Fourth 
Niagara Falls, New York   14301

VOLUME 67 NUMBER 1 2015 

IN THE JANUARY ISSUE: 

�  p. 6 — Kristy Engel & “The Ebola Fighters” 
�  p. 7 — Women in Ministry: Action Learning Team 
�  p. 8 — Bible Crossword:  James 

�  p. 9 — Family Night: Josh and the Big Wall 

�  p. 10 — Bible Study with Survey 
�  p. 11 — IM Missions – Go Global! 
�  p. 12 — Network of Spiritual Directors 
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January 2015 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

�  On the Third Sunday this month at 12:15 we have our Annual Budget Meeting.  We keep the 
meetings very short.  We need you there to vote.  On Sunday, January 11th, the budget packet will be 
on the table in the Friendship Room.  Please take home a copy & look it over.  The Finance & 
Stewardship Committee has worked hard on it and it is worthy of your time and attention.  The 
colorful graphs are particularly interesting and show where your dollars have gone and are going. 
 

1OFFICE CLOSED 

 
 

2 
OFFICE CLOSED 
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4 EPIPHANY (Observed) 

10:00  Pre-service Fellowship 
11:00  Divine Worship with Holy Communion 
  5:00  L.I.F.E. “Celebrate January” 
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EPIPHANY 
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12:15 Inasmuch 
           Luncheon 
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9 
10:00 AM 
Men’s Coffee Time 
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11 BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 

10:00  Pre-service Fellowship 
11:00  Divine Worship 
12:15  Second Sunday Lunch 
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14 
OFFICE HOURS 
2 PM – 5:00 PM 

 
7:00 Trustees/ 
Diaconate Meeting 
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16 
10:00 AM 
Men’s Coffee Time 
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18 SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

10:00  Pre-service Fellowship 
11: 00 Divine Worship 
               Third /Sunday Food Collection 

12:15  Annual Budget Meeting 

12:45  White Cross Meeting 
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OFFICE CLOSED 
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22 
OFFICE HOURS 
2 PM – 5:00 PM 

 

6:00 Family Night: 
Josh and the Big Wall 

23 
10:00 AM 
Men’s Coffee Time 
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25 THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

10:00  Pre-service Fellowship 
11:00  Divine Worship 
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30 
10:00 AM 
Men’s Coffee Time 
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 Church Office Hours:  9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon, Monday — Friday 

716-282-4666   —   nfb@niagarafallsbaptist.org  —   www.niagarafallsbaptist.org 

 

Birthdays 
5 Ken Bowser 
13 Sara Gromniak 
14 Joe Heasley 
14 James Flood 
14 Albert Schweitzer 
14 Benedict Arnold 
22 Betty Richardson 
22 Gisela Scott 
 

 
PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY for Heather 
Mathewson, Sara Gromniak, Margaret Payne, 
Carole Buchalski, Mary Kay Wilson, Mark 
Clark, Mark Williams, Jr., Patricia Smeal, 
Margaret Saul, Janet Keebler, Celia Krasinski, 
Neal Jacobs, Gisela Scott, Gladys Lewis, Dawn 
(Schutz) Lynn, Bertha and Harold Bissell, our 
Church family, our missionaries, our Country and 
all those who serve our Country. 
 
 

     
January 4 – Sunday 

EPIPHANY (Observed) 

10:00 AM Pre-service Fellowship 
11:00 AM Divine Worship with Holy Communion 
 Mrs. Kathleen A. Ordiway, preaching 
  5:00 PM L.I.F.E.   “Celebrate January” 

January 6 — Tuesday 
 EPIPHANY  

Our Epiphany Service was observed on Sunday, January 
4th.  January 6th is actually Epiphany, the time when the 
Magi came to the Stable.  Read Matthew, Chapter 2. 

January 7 – Wednesday 
12:15 PM Inasmuch Luncheon 
January 11 – Sunday 

BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 

10:00 AM Pre-service Fellowship 
11:00 AM Divine Worship 
 Rev. Dr. Brian A. Brown, preaching 
12:15 PM Second Sunday Lunch  

January 14 – Wednesday 
  7:00 PM Diaconate/Trustees Meeting 

January 18 — Sunday 
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

10:00 AM Pre-service Fellowship 
11:00 AM Divine Worship 
 Mrs. Kathleen A. Ordiway, preaching  
      Third Sunday Food Collection 

12:15 PM Annual Budget Meeting 

12:45 PM White Cross Meeting 

January 22 -  Thursday -  Family Night 
  6:00 PM VeggieTale Movie: Josh and the Big Wall 

January 25 -  Sunday  
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

10:00 AM Pre-service Fellowship 
11:00 AM Divine Worship 

 We have received a lovely Thank-you 
note from Meg Bourdette, thanking First 
Baptist Church for the fine Memorial Service 

for Wes and the reception that followed. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

Do we have Your Birthday? 
 

If your birthday doesn’t appear on our list, please 

call the office (716-282-4666) to let us know your 
special date so we can include it. 

 
 

January 11, 2015 – 12:15 PM 

Second Sunday Lunch 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 

Kath’s Notes 
School Adventures 

Last I wrote, I was nervously starting 
school.  Now I’m an old pro and loving it!  
Reading books and writing papers has been 
time-consuming, challenging, stressful, but 
exciting and REWARDING!  We’ve studied 
Paul, the Reformation (you may remember that 
Sunday), the Prophets and the Liturgy – we 
wrote unison prayers for worship and learned 
the importance of movement, music and 
silence. I’ve already used my new-found 
knowledge. 

My classmates are wonderful.  Everyone 
is very encouraging.  While talking about the 
concerns of driving to Rochester in January and 
February (think snow), one woman gave me her 
contact info, inviting me to stay at her house 
Friday nights so I could arrive after work, rather 
than leaving home at 6 a.m.   

Ready for anything, I recently packed an 
emergency bag with: water, protein bars, 2 
ponchos, a cookpot, candles, a lighter, a 
drinking water pouch, an emergency blanket, 
hand warmers, a light stick, an N95 particulate 
face mask, vinyl gloves, germicidal wipes, a 
whistle, bandages, antiseptics; then another 
blanket, Poptarts, peanut butter sandwiches, 
phone, two phone chargers, tablet and charger, 
earpiece and charger, GPS, and a Bible. 

This has been a long-held dream and 
I’m thrilled that it’s now a reality.   

Kath 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

L. I. F. E. 
Lively Interesting Fellowship for Everyone 

 

Sunday, January 4, 2015 

5:00 PM 

“Celebrate January” 
 

Pot Luck. 
Bring a dish to pass. 

Sign up in the Friendship Room. 

page 4 

It is with sadness we report the passing of Ronald 
“RJ” Jackson, Dorothy Jackson’s son, on 
November 19th, 2014.  Our deepest sympathy goes 
out to Dorothy and the whole family. 

Beginning on January 11: In early 2015 Dr. 
Brown will preach a series on the Canadian hymn 
What a Friend we Have in Jesus; the Canadian 
Coutts Hallmark poem Footprints; and Canadian 
legends of northern survival based on knowledge 
of the Bible.  Don’t miss one thrilling episode! 
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Last month’s answers 

 

 
 

 

 

WE ARE INDEED FORTUNATE to have many 
beautiful stained glass windows in our church, 
especially the two very large triple lancet windows 
in the sanctuary.  The Jerome Durr Studio, LLC, in 
Syracuse, NY, was chosen to do the restoration 
work.  The Studio has just returned our stained 
glass – all fixed up.  The new glue chip glass in the 

folding doors is especially attractive. 
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December 16, 2014 

 

IM missionary Kristy Engel (center) and some of the trainers on 
their way to work in the clinics  

 On December 10, Time magazine announced that its 
"Person of the Year" recognition for 2014 would go to "the 
Ebola Fighters." For the last three weeks, that group has 
included  Kristy Engel, a nurse practitioner serving with 
American Baptist International Ministries. 
 After a dozen years in the Dominican Republic, Engel's 
current assignment is to serve as IM's Healthcare Relief 
Resource Regional Missionary for Iberoamerica and the 
Caribbean. 
  But, Engel says that as she watched the Ebola crisis 
unfolding in West Africa, "Like many all over the world, 
my heart began breaking...[and] God made a way for me to 
help." 
  That way was to partner with one of the leading agencies 
in the Ebola response effort within Liberia, Medical Teams 
International (MTI). Engel explains that she became part of 
an MTI team dedicated "to help clinics learn and practice 
infection prevention and control standards, set up a triage 
point, and manage waste in the clinic." This piece of the 
overall Ebola effort seeks to enable local health care 
workers to respond to Ebola patients while minimizing the 
risks to themselves and others in the community. 
 Engel will finish her service in Liberia before Christmas, 
and carefully follow the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
protocol for self-monitoring and limited activity thereafter, 
to guarantee that her service does not put others at risk. 
MTI's Liberia team celebrated Engel's contribution in its 
December 12 blog post, and her Liberian co-workers gave 
her the name "Keebah," a term of great honor that means, 
"the powerful one." At the same time, Engel is enthusiastic 
as she describes the personnel and the quality of MTI's 
work in Liberia. And, deeply impressed by the faith and 
dedication of the Liberians with whom she has had the 
privilege of serving, Engel says, "To me, they are the 
Persons of the Year." 

 

 

Address update: 
 Mr. Jesse McGee 
 Northgate 

7264 Nash Road, Room 78 
No. Tonawanda, New York  14120 
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Bible Crossword Puzzles (King James Version) 
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FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!  Oh, boy!  
After forty years of wandering in the desert, the 
children of Israel finally get to go to the Promised 
Land!  Only one little thing they overlooked… 
Jericho!  Yep.  Surrounded by huge walls and 
bristling with really annoying peas, no one gets to 
the Promised Land without going through Jericho 
first! 
 But how?  Joshua has God’s directions, 
but they sound kind of, well, weird.  To make 
matters worse, some of the veggies are cooking 
up a plan of their own.  In the end they have to 
decide whether it’s better to do things their way 
or God’s way.  Kids of all ages will learn a lesson 
about obedience in this hilarious retelling of the 
classic Bible story – Josh and the Big Wall! 
 Presented Thursday, January 22, at 6:00 
PM, this is a lesson for all ages, with engaging 
songs, veggie action, and terrible jokes and puns.  
Come for the free popcorn and soda, stay for the 
movie, and perhaps meet some of our neighbors 
of all ages who come and receive a Christian 
message – another outreach of your church. 

 

 
The Family Night is turning out to be a big 

hit.  This month’s Family Night on January 22 
(note the time:  6:00 PM) will be the hilarious tale 
of Joshua and his problem with the big wall. 

Our new large screen 60” TV with extra 
“sound bar” audio equipment provides a big, 
engaging picture with superior sound to captivate 
the audience, young and old(er). 

We need a few people from our 
congregation to volunteer to be at the Family 
Nights to speak to the people who come in.  It’s 
not enough to pass out free popcorn and a 
brochure on the church; the personal touch is 
what’s needed. This is a real opportunity for 
outreach and service.  Can you be there some 
nights? 
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Bible Study 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

As you are undoubtedly aware Rev. Dr. Charles Lamb has graciously 
agreed to lead our Bible Study classes. 
            The first sessions were absolutely wonderful!  The wealth of 
knowledge that was passed around from almost all participants was 
nothing short of astounding 

What would you like to attend in the way of Bible Study?  Fill out 
the questionnaire below, clip it out and send it to the Church office, so 
that we can take your ideas into account when planning for the spring. 
This is a wonderful opportunity to learn and grow in Biblical knowledge 
under the guidance of a gifted teacher. 

    YES!  I would like to see (and attend) the following in Bible study: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
I would prefer � morning   � afternoon   � evening classes. 
 
[Optional]  Signed: ____________________________________ 

 

� 
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First Baptist Church 
554 Main Street, Niagara Falls, New York   14301-1584    (716) 282-4666 

Candy Order Form 
Absolutely delicious Butter Crunch candy is available in one (1) lb. boxes for a donation of $10.00 each.  
Make checks payable to First Baptist Church. 
 
Number of 1 lb. boxes ________________ x $10.00 =  _______________________ total. 
  (We can ship, too.  Add $5.00 for first box and $2.00 for each additional box.) 

Pickup Date ________________________  We also accept    Fill in information below..
  
 

Name _________________________________  Telephone ___________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________   

(Optional)  Credit Card Number_________________________ Expiration_____________  CCV #_________ 
 

�


