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	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	2 4th SUN AFTER PENTECOST
10:00  Pre-service Fellowship

11:00  Divine Worship with Communion

            Mrs. Kathleen Ordiway, preaching

	3 

OFFICE CLOSED
Thomas, Apostle

	4 
OFFICE CLOSED
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	5
12:15  Inasmuch
           luncheon

	6

	7
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
RUMMAGE SALE
10:00  Men’s Coffee Time
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9:00 AM - 
NOON
 RUMMAGE SALE
            8


	9  5th SUN AFTER PENTECOST
10:00  Pre-service Fellowship

11:00  Divine Worship

            Rev. Ward Kaiser, preaching
12:15  Second Sunday Ice Cream Social

	10

	11

	12
NO TRUSTEES/
DIACONATE MEETING
	13

	14
10:00  Men’s Coffee Time
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	15


	16 6th SUN AFTER PENTECOST
10:00  Pre-service Fellowship

11:00  Divine Worship

            Mrs. Kathleen Ordiway, preaching

               Third Sunday Food Collection

	17

	18

	19
6:30 – 9:00 PM
PAINTING WITH THE SPIRIT

	20

	21
10:00  Men’s Coffee Time
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	22
Mary Magdalene,
Apostle



	23 7th SUN AFTER PENTECOST
10:00  Pre-service Fellowship

11:00  Divine Worship

           Rev. Dr. Brian A. Brown, preaching

	24

	25
James, Apostle

	26

	27

	28
10:00  Men’s Coffee Time
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	29


	30 8th SUN AFTER PENTECOST
10:00  Pre-service Fellowship

11:00  Divine Worship

           Ms Catherine Chambers, preaching


	31
	(  Ah, July.  Time to relax a little; maybe have a vacation. But remember our church.  Everything moves on apace and bills still need to be paid.  America for Christ is the mission this month, and be sure to read the article on page 4 concerning what we would like to do with memorial money contributed in honor of Margaret Payne.   Have a great month!
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          Last Month’s Crossword Answers
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In celebration of
175 Years of Faithful Ministry
this certificate is presented to
First Baptist Church of Niagara Falls
of Niagara Falls, NY
under the leadership of
Reverend Dr. Brian Arthur Brown and
Mrs. Kathleen A. Ordiway

The Board of Managers and Staff congratulate you on reaching this

milestone of ministry and service in the American Baptist tradition.

This certificate signifies our trust that you will continue to minister
faithfully as an affiliate of the American Baptist Churches, US.A.

s =————
Given this 30th day of April jn the year of our Lord 2017.

-4

Rev. Garth Brokaw ‘ | 2 ) Rev. Dr. Priscilla E. Eppinger
President, Board of Managers e | B>  [xccutive Director
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“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the
oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” Luke 4:18-19

By Dr. Jeffrey Haggray

At the start of his ministry, Jesus entered a synagogue
and read from the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. The text he
read constituted the platform for his ministry. Jesus publicly
announced that God had anointed him to be the bearer of a
message that would change the world. God’s concern for the
poor functioned as the magnetic north in Jesus’ moral and
missional compass. Jesus understood that his treatment
toward the poor would become the reference point by which
his message, motives and ministry are measured for genera-
tions to follow.

All who profess faith today in Jesus as our Lord must
grapple with the question, “What does it mean in practice
for the spirit of our Lord to be upon us?” Faithful followers
of Jesus must attend to the missional priorities that
inspired, informed and guided Jesus throughout his minis-
try. Jesus prioritized release, recovery, liberation and
proclamation as his foremost mission activities.

We might ask what it would look like today for Chris-
tian leaders to emphasize ministries of release from captiv-
ity as a missional priority for the church. Captivity in
today’s world encompasses a wide swath of social, political,
economic and moral forces that prevent people from
actualizing their potential as persons created in God’s
image with all the rights and privileges of God’s children.
Our “release” has been purchased by the redeeming and
reconciling sacrifice of Jesus. All God’s children are entitled
to pursue life in all of its fullness without entrapments
and encumbrances.

Sight fo the blind may be understood more broadly as
empowerment and healing from the physical and social
maladies that constrain our movement in this world. In
Jesus’ day, blindness defined one’s entire existence and
severely limited movement and quality of life. What are the
physical and social illnesses that characterize life at its worst
in our communities today, from which people seek recovery
and healing?

Countless people in our communities and across our
nation struggle with oppression, marginalization and
degradation in so many aspects of daily life. Oppression is

FO

R CHRIST OFFERING 2017

rooted in actual economic, political and social ills that can
be identified, addressed and overcome. Spiritual empower-
ment and engagement moves Christians to name and
confront the social ills that oppress people while advocating
and working on behalf of their liberation.

The year of the Lord’s favor refers to a moment in time
when God will actively correct the social, economic, moral
and spiritual imbalances that govern our lives. Some
scholars believe it is an ancient reference to the year of
Jubilee, when debts and trespasses are forgiven, wrongs are
rectified and the earth is renewed.

As our leader and Lord, Jesus communicated an impor-
tant self-understanding of his role in the world in relation to
God’s calling and purpose. Later in his ministry, when John’s

disciples asked Jesus to authenticate himself as the Messiah,
he pointed to his faithfulness regarding the promised actions
and answered, “Go and tell John what you have seen and
heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have
good news brought to them” (Luke 7:22).

The church today urgently needs the kind of leadership
that Christ provided. Moreover, we must continually assess
our faithfulness in our time to the missional priorities
articulated by Jesus.

Dr. Jeffrey Haggray is executive director of American Baptist
Home Mission Societies.
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We do this and have no
rest. Lam 5:5 (6)

“Under his we
shall live among the heathen.”
Lam 4:20 (6)

20

“Iwas a to all my
people; and their song all the
day.”Lam 3:14 (8)

6

S Our persecutors are
swifter than these birds. Lam
4:19 (6)

“Remember, O LORD, what is
come upon us: ,and
behold our reproach.” Lam 5:1

9 “Let all their wickedness come 21 “The LORD is good them 3
before ; and do unto them, that wait for him, to the soul ®
as thou hast done unto me for that secketh him.” Lam 3:25 (4) 12 “The precious sons of Zion,
all my transgressions.” Lam . ; comparable to fine gold, how
1:22 (4) 23 “The ways of Zion do mourn, are they as carthen
because none come to the itchers. the work of the hand
10 The daughter of Edom solemn ”Lam 1:4 (6) plfct:hers, e"j,](ir 04_268 anes
in the land of Uz. Lam 4:21 (8) 24 “In tchi h of the potter!” Lam 4:2 (8)
» . . .. our watching we have 14 The LORD’s mercies are new
11 “Judah is gone into captivity watched for a that could Lam 3:23 (7)
because of affliction, and not save us.” Lam 4:17 (6) SYELY. el os
because of great servitude: she 16 “Shall the and the
dwelleth among the . Dowii prophet be slain in the sanctuary
she findeth no rest.” Lam 1:3 of the Lord?” Lam 2:20 (6)
M ! aifﬁcr:rtli(t)}:bmiﬁeﬂrlgfi of hisseen 18 Those that are slain with hunger
13 “He hath turned my wEath.” Lar}rll 314 pine for these. Lam 4:9 (6)
ways, and pulled me in pieces: ' ' . ¢
he hath made me desolate.” 2 Sodom was overthrown in a 19 h‘Fotrhshe h:th S;?ntﬂlﬁt the
Lam 3:11 (5) . Lam 4:6 (6) cathen entered into her
’ — sanctuary, whom thou
15 These are hunted. Lam 4:18 (5) 3 “The LORD hath under command that they should not
foot all my mighty men in the enter into thy congregation.”
17 “What shall I equal to thee, that id » . y congreg: )
2 t of me.” Lam 1:15 (7 .
Imay thee, O virgin frudstotme. - tam D Lam 1:10(5)
daughter of Zion? for thy breach 4 “He hath also broken my teeth 22 < , O LORD, remainest for

is great like the sea: who can
heal thee?”” Lam 2:13 (7)

with gravel stones, he hath
covered me with . Lam
3:16 (5)

King James Version

ever; thy throne from generation
to generation.” Lam 5:19 (4)
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OUR 175TH ANNIVERSARY HISTORY CORNER

During our 175th Anniversary Year (and probably beyond) we are delving into our archives to bring our wonderful past to light.  In this first photograph:
· What group is this?

· What year is it?

· Name the men pictured

ANSWERS:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________
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From Kathleen Ordiway . . .

It’s been a crazy few months for me:  attending my last day of school on April 1st (I can’t believe it’s over … for something that really made me nervous, it flew by!); moving my son, Tyler, to Maryland April 4th (emotional, but enjoyed a week camping and seeing a little bit of DC); participating in the Good Friday Service and leading worship on Easter morning (always an immense blessing and honor); camping at Golden Hill Campground in late April (soaked by the first of what was to be many storms along the lake); graduating with my certificate from CRCDS on May 13th (THANK YOU everyone for your encouragement, prayer, kind words and gifts!!!); welcoming Cheryl and Chris as our newest First Baptist members on May 28th (excitement!); meeting with three brides and grooms in May that I will officiate for this fall); watching my grandchildren’s dance recital June 3 & 4 (Nico’s last!); Shut-in Communion on June 10th (Thank you Kathleen Buckley, Ron Bowser and Sally Denney for helping my first experience go so smoothly.  We visited my cousin, Patsy and Sally’s brother, John); wedding rehearsal and wedding on June 16 & 17 for a destination wedding here at First Baptist (that was one that will be talked about for a long time …); seeing my oldest grandchild (Nico) graduate from high school on June 24th … and let’s not forget preaching, working, visiting with family and friends.  

What has me most excited in the next few months is the Arise Experience Women’s Conference with Nicole C Mullen & Friends, Sept 8 & 9.  It is going to be an amazing weekend and I want to make sure everyone is registered for this limited seating event!  See the enclosed flyer for more information.  If you have ANY questions, please call me (213-7374).  Katona Hoopsick, Eileen Wrobel, Bernadette Salimbene, Beverly Young and I have been diligently working to make this event memorable!  I still keep pinching myself … I am going to be able to meet and listen to my most favorite singer in the world!
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Painting with the Spirit 
A Fundraiser For Arise Conference

Wednesday, July 19th – 6:30 – 9:30 PM
First Baptist Church dining room
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A painting party to help defray the cost of bringing 

Nicole C. Mullen and friends in for the Arise Conference. 

$30 per person. Pre-registration required.

All are invited to paint whether you are attending the conference or not!

Mini basket auction at this painting event …

Don't feel like painting?

Come try to win a basket!

Call Kath Ordiway to register (716) 213-7374
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n the children’s story of Rip Van Winkle, a
young man decides to take a nap and wakes
up decades later into a world he does not
recognize. The familiar people, places and
things he loved have all changed, and the new environ-
ment feels foreign and hostile. Many Christians today
feel they are experiencing a “Rip Van Winkle effect.”
Old social systems and normal life patterns are either
gone or changing into an unrecognizable new landscape,
where no one seems to remember or value “how it used
to be.”

This phenomenon is not surprising if we understand
that it is the very nature of change to increase exponen-
tially. Consider that it took 100 years before the patent
for the typewriter was turned into the first machine,
while the iPhone and other related smart phones have
taken over worldwide communications in less than 10
years. That is accelerated change. And that change has
left the traditional church with its mid-19th century
systems and methods unable to cope with the rapidly
evolving cultural realities.

In this time of accelerated change, some Christians
may feel the fright and dismay expressed by Rip Van
Winkle: “Who am I? God knows! I'm not myself—I seem
like someone else. I was myself when I fell asleep on the
mountain. But when I awoke everything’s changed, and
I'm changed. I can’t tell what’s my name or who I am!”
(“Shirley Temple’s Storybook,” Random House, 1958).
While these feelings of displacement may be overwhelm-
ing, we can overcome them by remembering what we
know to be true. God is as real today as God has always
been throughout time and human events. God’s ways
may not be our ways, but we can trust that all things
work together for good toward the total restoration of
all creation. As we reground ourselves in these solid
truths, we can begin to adjust to “Future Church.”

Future Church is here among us now. Young mil-
lennial Christians are exploring new ways to bring the

gospel of Jesus Christ to life in their communities. Thou-

sands upon thousands of young adult Christians are
living out the truth of God’s life-changing and life-giving
power. They are living in loosely formed faith com-

Glynis LaBarre

munities, exploring ways to share life and the mission
of making God’s love known in their world. They don’t
judge their success by the size of their gathering or the
length of time their connections exist. They consider
each encounter in God’s name to have value and mean-
ing. And they trust God to direct and guide them into
the mission of bringing about God’s restoration. Those
of us caught in the dilemma of adjusting to rapid change
can be a part of Future Church by loving and supporting
the younger generation’s efforts to be God’s agents in
their time with their methods and technologies.

Chande has left the
traditional church with
its mid-19th century
systems and methods
unable to cope with
the rapidly evolving
cultural realities.

When Rip Van Winkle took his nap, King George
was in charge of the American colonies. By the time he
awoke, we had fought and won the war of independence
and become the United States of America. While all
change is disruptive, not all change is bad. Happily, Rip
Van Winkle did adjust to his redefined life and found
love and acceptance among the new people and culture
to which he had awakened. May the same be said of us.

As ABHMS’ transformation strategist, the Rev. Glynis
LaBarre helps churches focus on making God’s love
known to their communities using the Missional Church
Learning Experience, a process she developed. For more
information, visit www.abhms.org > Ministries > Church
Transformation, or email glynis.labarre@abhms.org.
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Arise Women’s Conference Led by Nicole C. Mullen & Friends

Calling Women back to life
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Friday, September 8, 2017 – Doors open at 4:30 p.m.

Saturday, September 9, 2017 – Doors open at 8:00 a.m.

Sponsored by First Baptist Church Niagara Falls

Part of a year of special events planned to celebrate the church’s 175th Anniversary

Held at:  Four Points by Sheraton Niagara Falls

7001 Buffalo Ave, Niagara Falls, NY


Open to all women - but seating is limited
Cost:  $165 per person
Registration and full payment due by August 25th
Register and pay in full by July 3rd and the cost will be $150

During this multi-denominational, multi-cultural women’s conference 

Nicole C. Mullen and friends will share their personal, down-to-earth journeys, struggles and victories gained through scripture and encounters with Christ.

Nicole is a nationally-known, Dove award-winning singer, songwriter, speaker and ministry leader, known for her songs:  "My Redeemer," "Call on Jesus," "Brainwash," "One Touch," "Talk About It," "On My Knees" and the list goes on. 

The conference will also include:
- Dinner and Music on Friday evening
- Breakfast and Lunch on Saturday
Tickets (cash, check, credit card) can be purchased through: 
First Baptist  Church, 554 Main Street, Niagara Falls, NY 14301 (716) 282-4666
Cost does not include overnight stay, but hotel reservations are available at a discounted rate. Overnight stay is not necessary to fully experience the conference!

Contact Kathleen Ordiway with any questions:  716-213-7374 or kathordiway@yahoo.com 
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July Birthdays





2	Rev. Ward Kaiser


14	Katona Hoopsick


19	Robert Culbreth


22	Ronald Blakely


25	Florence Bowser


25	Rev. Dr. Brian Brown


28	Mark Boeskin, Jr.





�


PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY for Glenn Richardson, Michael Baxter, Helen Louise Bowser, Carole and Hank Buchalski,  John Swindlehurst, Sara Gromniak, Mark Williams, Jr., Patricia Smeal, Janet Keebler, Celia Krasinski, Neal Jacobs, Gladys Lewis, our Church family, our missionaries, especially Carmella Jones, our Country and all those who serve our Country. 





�


�


July 2  — Sunday —Pentecost 4


10:00 AM	Pre-service Fellowship


11:00 AM	Festival Worship with Holy Communion


	Mrs. Kathleen A. Ordiway, preaching


July 5 — Wednesday


12:15 PM	Inasmuch Luncheon


July 7 - 9:00 AM-3:00 PM  RUMMAGE SALE


July 8 – 9:00 AM-Noon – RUMMAGE SALE


July 9 — Sunday — Pentecost 5


10:00 AM	Pre-service Fellowship


11:00 AM	Divine Worship


	Rev. Ward Kaiser, preaching


12:15 PM	Second Sunday Ice Cream Social


July 12 — Wednesday


	NO Diaconate/Trustees Meeting


July 16 — Sunday — Pentecost 6


10:00 AM	Pre-service Fellowship


11:00 AM	Divine Worship


	Mrs. Kathleen A. Ordiway, preaching


	Third Sunday Food Collection


July 19 – Wednesday


6:30 – 9:30 PM   -  Painting with the Spirit


July 23 — Sunday — Pentecost 7


10:00 AM	Pre-service Fellowship


11:00 AM	Divine Worship


	Rev. Dr. Brian A. Brown, preaching


July 30 — Sunday — Pentecost 8


10:00 AM	Pre-service Fellowship


11:00 AM	Divine Worship


	Ms Catherine Chambers, preaching





Do we have Your Birthday?


If your birthday doesn’t appear on our list, please call the office (716-282-4666) to let us know your special date so we can include it. 








Church Office Hours:  10:00 AM to 2:00 PM, Monday — Friday


716-282-4666   —   nfb@niagarafallsbaptist.org  —   � HYPERLINK "http://www.niagarafallsbaptist.org" ��www.niagarafallsbaptist.org�


James D. Flood, FWTC, FCSM - Church Administrator and Editor
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� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://df7eij08u0x1j.cloudfront.net/dfs1/eyJ3IjozMDAsImgiOjMwMCwiZCI6NzIsInVybCI6Imh0dHA6XC9cL2FkYXMtb3JlZ29uLWNhcy1vYml0cy5zMy5hbWF6b25hd3MuY29tXC9waG90b3NcL2NyZWF0ZV9zdG9yeVwvNTkxYzZkNWZjZjRmYlwvYWMxOTUyMDJjNTkxMjZlM2NmNTNkMDliOTQ3My5qcGcifQ==" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





Margaret A. (Hope) Payne in her 99th year entered into eternal life peacefully on Monday, May 8, 2017. The Trustees and the Diaconate unanimously voted on Wednesday, June 14, 2017, to put memorial monies that come in toward a new on demand water heater with built in circulation pump for the baptistery.


	Our old water heater for the baptistery – pardon the pun – gave up the ghost and cannot be relit.  Considering the cost of water heaters these days an electric unit specially built for baptisteries is the answer.  Made out of specialty materials, one only has to flip a switch and wait to heat the baptistery water.  Everyone agreed that Margaret would be pleased with this memorial to her.  Please give generously as you can.





Our summer is off to a very toasty start.  Death Valley temperatures have been mentioned!  The Diaconate has scheduled its Rummage Sale dates Friday and Saturday, July 7 & 8.  Please bring clean, gently used items to church or call for a pickup at 282-4666.  We’re accepting clothes, household items, tools, craft items, books, bedding, and toys and baby items.  We are not accepting old TV’s, computers, printers, or old electronics and recommend other disposal methods. 





 	The 2nd Sunday luncheon will be our ice cream social after church.  Enjoy a cool sundae with toppings galore.  The Mission for July will be America for Christ and please see the article on page 7 for their focus this year.  The Diaconate and Trustees will not meet in July so we’ll start planning for fall in August.  However, the Finance Committee will meet to review budget projections and make adjustments as needed.  





 	We continue to have guests throughout the summer and it’s always a pleasure to visit with families passing through and families of church members visiting.  God doesn’t take the summer off and worship and giving thanks is an obligation we all have.  





Members are encouraged to bring food donations for Heart, Love, and Soul with a mind toward kids home from school.  Suggestions are canned or dried items that have an appeal to our younger citizens.  Don’t forget to collect those soaps, shampoos, and conditioners from hotels and the like as you travel for the “choice shelves” at the mission.  Personal care items are not covered by various public assistance programs.





Enjoy the heat!





Donna Flood


Moderator
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CHURCH 175TH ANNIVERSARY BANQUET


Saturday, May 6, 2017, REVEL IN IT AGAIN!


� �





�





�





page 7





�





  











page 8





Bible Crossword Puzzles (King James Version)





Rev. Dr. Lee B. Spitzer Called as ABCUSA General Secretary





��


Currently Dr. Spitzer serves as Executive Minister for the American Baptist Churches in New Jersey (ABCNJ). He has served congregations in New Jersey, Nebraska, and Rhode Island. Dr. Spitzer brings a wide range of experience and expertise to his new role as General Secretary. In ABCNJ he guided a strategic planning and renewal process, provided pastoral leadership, launched new ministries and collaborative efforts, created networks and new partnerships, promoted church growth, fostered a united community, and managed financial growth. He continues to speak prophetically into current issues and concerns.


Dr. Spitzer has authored Endless Possibilities: Exploring the Journeys of Your Life (1997), the companion Endless Possibilities Course Book (2001), A Summer’s Journey (2001), three articles for the Encyclopedia of Religious and Spiritual Development (Sage, 2006), and Jesus Christ from Cover to Cover (2006). In his first Judson Press book, Making Friends, Making Disciples (2010), he explores the pivotal role friendship plays in support of the church’s mission to make disciples and evangelize. Dr. Spitzer’s newest Judson Press book, Baptists, Jews, and the Holocaust: The Hand of Sincere Friendship, is scheduled for release in October 2017.


His goal as General Secretary is “to lead ABCUSA into a future of spiritual renewal, creative service, and church growth, in joyful cooperation with all partners of the American Baptist Family.” His efforts as General Secretary will be directed toward strengthening connections with ABC regions, affirming and enhancing our diversity, reaching out to the next generation of leaders, growing trust and collaboration, strengthening our American Baptist identity and providing administrative leadership in areas of stewardship, funding, and fiduciary concerns.


Dr. Spitzer will be preaching on Sunday morning, July 2, at the American Baptist Biennial Mission Summit in Portland, Oregon.
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VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 5/9/17)—On Monday, May 8, the Board of General Ministries met at Springhill Suites in Chicago to elect Reverend Dr. Lee B. Spitzer to the position of General Secretary of American Baptist Churches USA. Dr. Spitzer’s name was brought forward to the Board of General Ministries by the General Secretary Search Committee. Over the past several months the Search Committee had interviewed numerous candidates. After much prayer, discernment, and deep discussion, the committee identified Dr. Spitzer as the candidate best suited to lead American Baptists forward.
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